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ASSOCIATION OF ASIAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS AND EQUIVALENT
INSTITUTIONS
(AACC)

MINUTES OF MEETING
11™ MEETING OF SECRETARIES-GENERAL OF AACC

Thursday, June 25, 2026
(11:30-13.15 Tashkent Time)
Virtual

A. General and representatives of constitutional jurisdictions convened the 11" Meeting of
Secretaries-General (MSG) of the Association of Asian Constitutional Courts and Equivalent
Institutions (AACC).

B. Opening Remarks

Mr. Mirza Ulugbek Abdusalomov as Chairman of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Uzbekistan and President of the AACC delivered his opening remarks. He viewed his Court’s
presidency of the AACC not only as an organizational process, but as an opportunity to bring
trust, openness, mutual respect, and practical cooperation across Asia’s constitutional justice
community to a new level.

He also mentioned the Seventh Congress of the AACC, to take place on October 1-2, 2026 in
Samarkand, a beautiful city with three thousand years of history. The main theme of the
upcoming Congress will be “Constitutional Justice in the Age of Digitalization and Artificial
Intelligence: Modern Legal Safeguards for Ensuring the Independence of Judges, Human
Rights and the Rule of Law.”

He also detailed the agenda of the meeting: to consolidate proposals on the concept paper and
program of the Congress; to agree on the agendas of the Board of Members Meeting (BoMM)
and the Meeting of Secretaries-General (MSG); to shape the thematic presentations on
digitalization, artificial intelligence, legal analysis, data security and cybersecurity; to receive
proposals and comments on the draft Samarkand Declaration; and to determine the composition
of delegations, liaison officers, working materials, interpretation, technical support, and
exchange of information.



C. Introduction by Secretaries General of the AACC member Courts:

1.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan, represented by Secretary-General Mr.
Anar Babayev;

Supreme Court of India, represented by Secretary-General Mr. Bharat Parashar;

Federal Supreme Court of the Republic of Iraq, represented by Manager of Public Relations
Department Mr. Saady Dawood Salman;

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia, represented by Secretary-General Mr.
Heru Setiawan, Head of Protocol and Public Relations Mr. Pan Mohamad Faiz, and Head
of International Affairs Department Mr. Immanuel Hutasoit;

Constitutional Court of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, represented by Secretary-
General Mr. Ashraf Asem Ahmad Khasawneh;

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan, represented by Deputy Head of the
Apparatus Mr. Yerlan Saparov and Deputy Head of International Cooperation and
Organizational Support of the Apparatus Ms. Kamzina Zhuldyz;

Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic, represented by Secretary-General Mr.
Kanybek Masalbekov, Head of the Department of International Relations and
Organizational Support Ms. Samara Samsalieva;

Federal Court of Malaysia, represented by Chief Registrar Mr. Azhaniz Teh Bin Azman
Teh and Special Officer at Registrar Office Ms. Firdaus Isa;

Supreme Court of the Maldives, represented by Secretary-General Ms. Izmeera Shiham

Constitutional Court of Mongolia, represented by Senior Referent Mr. Undrakh
Ulziisumya;

Constitutional Tribunal of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, represented by Director-
General Mr. Thein Win;

Supreme Court of Pakistan, represented by Head of Library Mr. Saleem Ahmad;

Supreme Constitutional Court of the State of Palestine, represented by Justice & Secretary
of the General Assembly Mr. Khaled Talahma;

Supreme Court of the Philippines, represented by Acting Vice Chancellor of the Philippine
Judicial Academy (PHILJA) and Liaison Officer for AACC Mr. Sedfrey M. Candelaria,
Chief Judicial Staff Officer Ms. Armida M. Salazar, and Court Attorneys Ms. Annabelle
Palomar-Coloma, Ms. Jhelsea Louise B. Dimaano, Ms. Kristine Leigh G. Domingo, and
Ms. Isabella E. Castillo;

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Tajikistan, represented by Chief of Staff Mr.
Gulzoda Abdumajid Abduhamid,

Constitutional Court of the Kingdom of Thailand, represented by Secretary-General Ms.
Romprang Suamprakham, Deputy Secretary-General of the Office of the Constitutional



Court Mrs. Chatkaew Lertpaithoo, Director of the Foreign Affairs Bureau Mrs. Wannarat
Kashemasanta Na Ayuthaya, Director of the International Cooperation Division Mr.
Kongkieat Suraka, and Director of the Interpretation and Translation Division Mr. Pitaksin
Sivaroot;

17. Constitutional Court of the Republic of Tiirkiye, represented by Secretary-General Mr.
Murat Azakli, Director of the Department of International Relations Mr. Korhan Pekcan,
and International Relations officers Ms. Ayca Onural and Ms. Enise Yiiziiak;

18. Constitutional Court of the Republic of Uzbekistan, represented by Deputy Chairman Mr.
A. Gafurov, Judge Akmal Rakhmanov, Secretary-General Ms. Nilufar Said-Gazieva, Head
of the International Relations Department Mr. Hasan Abdurakhmanov, Press Secretary
Kamola Hamida, Head of Department Alisher Karimov, and Chief Consultant Elyor
Doniyorov;

D. Discussion

1. Madam N. Said-Gaziyeva, Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic
of Uzbekistan Reiterated the agenda of the meeting, explaining that The Seventh Congress
will take place in Samarkand on October 1-2, 2026, focusing on constitutional justice amid
digital transformation, judicial independence, human rights protection, and the rule of law,
with the aim of exchanging experience and developing common approaches to Al,
information security, and access to justice. Delegations, international representatives, and
experts are expected to participate in a program comprising the Board of Members
Meeting, the Meeting of Secretaries-General, thematic sessions, and bilateral meetings,
culminating in the adoption of the Samarkand Declaration. Participants are expected to
provide views and proposals on the circulated drafts of the Concept Paper, Congress
program, and BoMM and MSG agendas.

2. Madam N. Said-Gaziyeva invited the delegations to provide views, comments, and
proposals for the preparations of the Seventh Congress of AACC.

a. Secretary General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Tiirkiye Mr. Murat
Azakli proposed that Permanent Secretariats be given the opportunity to present
activity reports during the Congress. He welcomed the Congress theme and draft
Declaration, and recommended greater emphasis on Al ethics in the judiciary
alongside digitalization and human rights protection.

He also asked about the presenters for the second day's ten-minute sessions (as distinct
from the first day's seven-minute format), and expressed the Court's and the President's
readiness to support the Congress. Regarding the question about presenters, Madam
N. Said-Gaziyeva responded that IT experts may present on the second day.

b. Secretary General of the Constitutional Court of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Mr. Ashraf Asem Ahmad Khasawneh looked forward to the successful organization



of the Congress, agreed with Tiirkiye's proposal to highlight ethical guarantees for the
use of Al and digitalization alongside the rule of law and human rights protection, and
recommended that Arabic be adopted as a formal language in this Congress and other
international conferences to facilitate communication between the Jordanian
delegation and counterparts in Asia.

Secretary General of the Supreme Court of India Mr. Bharat Parashar welcomed the
Congress's emphasis on Al, noting the ethical questions raised by its use in courts and
legal jurisprudence. He suggested that the Congress discuss possible inter-
jurisdictional cooperation on Al capacity building and training, as well as the creation
of a repository of best practices on Al across jurisdictions

Liaison Officer of the Supreme Court of the Philippines Mr. Sedfrey M. Candelaria
noted that the Court is ready to be the next AACC president for 2027-2029 and asked
whether brief time could be allotted during the Congress to formally welcome its
presidency, and suggested sharing best practices on how courts adopt digitalization
and AI rules, which would be highly relevant and informative for Association
members.

Deputy Head of the Apparatus of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Kazakhstan Mr. Yerlan Saparov thanked the Constitutional Court of Uzbekistan for
organizing the Congress, and proposed:

¢ increasing meeting time of Meeting Agenda of the Board of Members and the
Secretary Generals scheduled for the Seventh Congress given the volume of issues
and number of countries represented;

e Holding an online meeting in advance before the Samarkand MSG Meeting to
discuss items 3 (Practical support for the VII Congress, the Meeting of the Members
of the Council of the Association and the outcome documents), 8 (online
registration of participants), 10 (Preparation and coordination of the Samarkand
Declaration), and 11(Practical support of the decisions of the Samarkand events) of
the MSG Agenda;

e Requiring member states to submit a consolidated position on the Samarkand
Declaration within the next month;

e Holding a second online MSG to substantively discuss and approve the
Declaration's final draft to prepare it for declaration during Congress;

¢ Including a presentation on the Permanent Secretariats' activities in the Agenda.

e Proposal to Permanent Secretary to work on issue for upcoming cooperation and

membership in AACC.

For reference: On 5 September 2024, at an online meeting of the Secretaries-General of the

Association, the Permanent Secretariat reported on the interest shown by the Federal Court

of Iraq in joining the Association; a proposal for cooperation with the constitutional courts of



Cambodia, Brunei Darussalam and Timor-Leste; and a proposal from the Ibero-American
Conference of Constitutional Courts (CLJC) regarding cooperation with the AACC.

He added that his Court would submit written comments on the draft Declaration.

Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Anar
Babayev thanked the host for organizing the meeting and the upcoming 7th Congress,
confirmed that the Court had studied the MSG agenda and Congress program in detail.

He further noted that the Court had reviewed the draft Samarkand Declaration and had
officially submitted proposed amendments to the Constitutional Court of Uzbekistan
for consideration, and expressed confidence that the Congress in Samarkand would be
a successful and significant milestone for the Association.

Justice & Secretary of the General Assembly of the Supreme Constitutional Court of
the State of Palestine Mr. Khaled Talahma expressed support for Jordan's proposal to
include Arabic as an official language of the Congress, and echoed Tiirkiye's
comments and constructive proposals on the draft agenda and related documents.

Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia Mr. Heru
Setiawan expressed appreciation to the Constitutional Court of Uzbekistan for its
preparations for the 7th AACC Congress, and, as a Permanent Secretariat of the
AACC, affirmed the Court's readiness to take note of members' inputs, coordinate
revisions with the Secretariat of the President of the AACC, and provide support,
whether administrative, logistical, or substantive, to ensure the Congress is conducted
successfully in October 2026.

E. Presentation

a. Head of the International Relations Department of the Constitutional Court of the Republic
of Uzbekistan Mr. Hasan Abdurakhmanov delivered a presentation on the Seventh
Congress of the AACC.

He thanked Chief Justice Mr. Suhartoyo and Secretary-General Mr. Heru Setiawan of
the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia for their practical
recommendations during a working visit to Jakarta on April 13-17, 2026, which
supported preparations for the Congress, the Board of Members Meeting, and the
Meeting of Secretaries-General collectively, the Samarkand events.

He explained that Samarkand and the Samarkand Congress Center were chosen as the
venue for these international events carries profound symbolic and practical
significance.

He reported that the key preparatory documents were ready: the draft Concept Paper,
Congress program, BoMM and MSG agendas, working arrangements, an information
request list with submission form, a follow-up work plan, and the Samarkand
Declaration.



e He asked participants to respond promptly to messages and materials shared via
WhatsApp and email, to keep preparations on track and ensure the Samarkand events
are well organized. He proposed several steps to strengthen coordination: timely
feedback on documents, accurate delegation information, early confirmation of
speakers, substantive input on the draft Declaration, and close cooperation among
member states.

b. Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Tiirkiye Mr. Murat Azakl
sought confirmation of the Congress dates, noting that Tiirkiye's 14th Summer School was
planned for 4-9 October 2026; the Chair confirmed the Seventh Congress would take place
on 1-2 October 2026, immediately preceding the Summer School.

c. Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of India Mr. Bharat Parashar,
welcomed the Congress's emphasis on Al and supported Tiirkiye's proposal to highlight
ethical safeguards for the use of Al and digitalization alongside the rule of law and the
protection of human rights. He suggested that the Congress may discuss possible inter-
jurisdictional cooperation on Al capacity building and training, as well as the creation of a
repository of best practices on Al across jurisdictions. He also proposed establishing a
permanent secretariat for “Inter-Jurisdictional Cooperation and Repository of Best Al
Practices.

d. Secretary-General of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Anar
Babayev thanked the Constitutional Court of Uzbekistan, proposed adding TURK-AY
(Association of Constitutional Courts of the Turkic World) to the speaker block alongside
the Venice Commission, the World Conference on Constitutional Justice, and the Eurasian
Association, and reiterated Azerbaijan's official request for a working meeting within the
Congress in its capacity as current TURK-AY chair.

F. Conclusion

Madam N. Said-Gaziyeva thanked all participants for their active involvement and valuable
proposals, summarized that the discussion had covered the Concept Paper, Congress
programme, BoOMM and MSG agendas, and the draft Samarkand Declaration, and noted a
shared understanding on next steps regarding delegation information, speakers, and materials
to be submitted, which would be consolidated and circulated shortly, before closing with
confidence that the Samarkand events would strengthen cooperation and experience-sharing
among member institutions.

Meeting adjourned



