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Dear AACC members, 
 
Greetings from Seoul! 
 
This newsletter informs you of the activities and planning of the AACC SRD so far this year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
AACC SRD (iod@ccourt.go.kr)  
 
 

For more information on the AACC SRD and its activities, please visit http://www.aaccsrd.org/en/main.do 

 

 
 

1. The 4th Research Conference of the AACC SRD 
 
From 27 to 30 May 2024, the AACC SRD 
successfully held its 4th Research 
Conference. As the Covid-19 pandemic 
has ended, this was the first in-person 
researcher-level conference held by the 
AACC SRD since 2018.  
 
Just as at previous annual conferences, 
this event was closely linked to the 
AACC SRD’s annual book project, 
sharing the same title: “Constitutional 
Rights and the Environment”. In addition 
to AACC members, a guest speaker from 
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation Rule 
of Law Programme Asia was present, 
sharing perspectives from Europe. 
 
The Conference was structured via three main sessions, all 
seeking to explore the connection between constitutional 
rights and environmental protection:  
 
1) Defining Constitutional Environmental Rights 
2) Constitutional Review and Remedies 
3) Major Adjudication and Current Issues 
 
These were followed by a concluding General Session, 
where the chairs of the above three sessions were invited 
to sum up the discussions from their respective sessions 
and provide additional perspectives. The General Session 
also provided the opportunity for AACC members to directly 
communicate with staff of the AACC SRD regarding the latter’s current working method and future plans. Thanks 
to the valuable contributions by all of the Conference participants, the event proved to be a fruitful exchange of 
information and insights on the AACC SRD’s 2024 research topic. The planned book on “Constitutional Rights 
and the Environment” will be published in December 2024. In the second half of this year, the AACC SRD looks 
forward to working with all AACC members during the book’s editing process. 
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2. The 2024 Book Project of the AACC SRD 
 
This year the AACC SRD has chosen the following as its annual research topic: “Constitutional Rights and the 
Environment”. The AACC SRD therefore continues its focus on constitutional rights, but places it entirely within 
the context of environmental protection. This will also be an excellent opportunity to share adjudicatory 
experiences in relation to the global challenge of climate change, if any. Each chapter contribution (also referred 
to as “Fact Files”) by respective AACC members are suggested to be structured as follows:  
 

 Part I. Defining constitutional environmental rights: Overview of the various kinds of environmental rights 
that are explicitly and/or implicitly protected by the constitution, and by whom these rights can be invoked 
when seeking the vindication of environmental rights at constitutional courts and equivalent institutions.  

 Part II. Constitutional review and remedies: Summary of key lines of reasoning and the impact of 
constitutional adjudication involving environmental rights. This includes how review standards are 
deployed and developed, and which constitutional remedies have been used to ensure the effective 
protection of environmental rights.  

 Part III. Major adjudication and current issues: Discussion of one or more landmark cases regarding the 
protection of constitutional environmental rights, which have not yet been presented in-depth in the 
sections above.  

 
The respective chapter contributions are being submitted, and the AACC SRD is currently engaged in the editing 
process with AACC members. Further information on the procedural and substantive aspects of the 2024 book 
project can be found in the project invitation pack. This was distributed via email to the AACC liaison officers of 
AACC members on 15 February 2024. The book topic is explained in detail in the invitation pack’s “Concept Paper” 
and “Fact File Template.” 
 
The book project of 2024 is the seventh book in the series. Previous 
publications can be found as PDF files under the publications section of 
the AACC SRD’s homepage. The annual book projects published since 
2018 are entitled as follows: 
 
2018: Jurisdictions and Organization of AACC Members 
2019: Constitutional Review at AACC Members 
2020: Freedom of Expression: Experience of AACC Members 
2021: Constitutional Rights and AACC Members 
2022: Right to Life 
2023: Access to Justice: Constitutional Perspectives 
2024: Constitutional Rights and the Environment (forthcoming) 
 

 
 

3. Appointment of new Deputy Secretary Generals 
 
In March 2024, the AACC SRD has appointed two new Deputy Secretary Generals: 
  
Mr. Suttirak Songsivilai 

- Secretary General of the Constitutional Court of the Kingdom of Thailand 

Mr. Kanybek Masalbekov 

- Secretary General of the Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic  

The role of the Deputy Secretary Generals of the AACC SRD is a non-standing and honorary position. They 
provide support and advice regarding the activities of the AACC SRD. Through this appointment, the AACC SRD 
strives to strengthen the working relationship between the AACC, the AACC SRD and all AACC member 
institutions. 
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4. Secondment Program 
 

Since its establishment in 2017, the 
AACC SRD has been operating the 
secondment program for research 
officers from AACC members. In 
September 2023, Ms. Onudari Nambat 
from the Constitutional Court of 
Mongolia joined the AACC SRD as a 
Seconded Officer. 
 
The secondment program is open to AACC members at all times. Any member of the AACC can assign their staff 
for secondment to the AACC SRD for a duration of up to a year, with the possibility for extension. Seconded 
Officers independently conduct individual comparative research and may participate in joint research projects. 
The AACC SRD warmly invites applications for the secondment program from interested staff from AACC 
members. The secondment program aims to facilitate people-to-people engagement among AACC member 
institutions, thereby further expanding the exchange of information on constitutional adjudication in Asia.  
 

 
 

5. New Liaison Officer 
 
Ms. Hari Im joined the AACC SRD in February 2024 as an Assistant Director.  
 
From 2024 onwards, Ms. Im will simultaneously act as the new Liaison Officer of the AACC 
SRD, being the first point of contact for AACC members at the AACC SRD. 
 
Contact: +82 2 767 6108; hari924@ccourt.go.kr 
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